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Early years regulations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The closing date for this consultation is: 24 June 2005





The information you send to us may need to be passed to colleagues within the Department for Education and Skills and/or published in a summary of responses received in response to this consultation. We will assume that you are content for us to do this, and that if you are replying by e-mail, your consent overrides any confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your organisation's IT system, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary in the main text of your submission to us.
The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual consultation responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.





If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact David Bell on:
Telephone: 0207 273 5741
e-mail:David.bell@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:
Telephone: 01928 794888





Please tick one of the boxes below that best describes you as a respondent
	childminder		group day care provider		school (including nursery school and independent school)








1:  Inspection timing  
The period between inspections of registered childcare was two years up to the end of March 2005, and will be a maximum of three years from April 2005. The maximum period for nursery education is currently four years. Ofsted's intention has been to inspect integrated childcare and early education at the same time, but the different regulations on timing of inspections have made this difficult to achieve in practice.  
We are proposing a more proportionate and integrated approach to inspection in future:
	Ofsted would operate on the basis of a three year inspection cycle, ensuring that all providers of early education and childcare are inspected within three school years of their last inspection. However, Ofsted plans to inspect more frequently where quality and standards are a cause for concern, including all those providers who received a judgement of inadequate at their last inspection. Appendix 1 sets out the factors which Ofsted will consider in deciding when to inspect. 
	In order to match the regulations which are proposed for school inspections, and to enable better co-ordination of early years and school inspection activity, we propose that the maximum period between inspections is the end of the school year three years after the school year in which the last inspection took place.





2: Notification of inspections
 
Currently schools are required to notify parents when they have received notification that an inspection is to be carried out. There is no similar requirement for early years settings. Although many group day care settings will receive no prior notification of their inspection, there will be circumstances in which notification will be given, including where day care is provided by a school and a combined inspection is due. Childminders will also be notified of an inspection a few days beforehand. 
The Education Bill, once it is enacted, will allow us to make it a requirement that all registered childcare providers and those who deliver free (ie Government funded) nursery education notify parents if they get advance warning of when an inspection will be carried out. The draft regulations set out who, in each type of nursery education setting, should meet this requirement. There are exemptions for open access schemes, where the provider may not have any contact with parents, and crèches, where the provider may not know in advance the parents who will be using the facility at the time of the inspection.

Question 2.













3: Distribution of inspection reports
 
The law sets out detailed requirements to ensure that parents of children at school receive a copy of a school inspection report. There is no equivalent requirement on a childcare or nursery education provider to send a copy of their  inspection report to parents. 
 
The Education Bill, once it is enacted, will allow us to make it a requirement that the childcare or nursery education provider (as defined in the regulations) sends to parents a copy of the inspection report. The draft regulations set out who, in each type of nursery education setting, should meet this requirement, and there are exemptions for open access schemes and crèches, as above.
 
Also for consistency with the school inspection arrangements, the draft regulations specify that providers should make a copy of their inspection report available for inspection by anyone who asks, or provide a copy to anyone who asks. Except in the case of parents and others entitled to receive a copy of the report, the draft regulations specify that providers could charge a fee. 
Question 3.













4: Regulatory impact assessment
 
The regulations will be accompanied by a regulatory impact assessment. A partial assessment has been carried out, and this is available for comment. 
Question 4.




























5: National standards and associated regulations
 
We propose to amend the national standards regulations and criteria, through the issue of an addendum -
 
	to reflect the new inspection requirements on inspection notification and report distribution outlined above; 
	to strengthen the requirements on complaints handling, following consultation on this last year; and 
	to incorporate reference to the Birth to Three Matters framework so that Ofsted's quality judgements in inspections can be based on the extent to which providers of childcare for this age group operate within this framework. 
 
Question 5. 










6: Any other comments.
Question 6. 




Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.
Please acknowledge this reply 







Code of Practice on Consultation

All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 24 June 2005
Send by post to: Consultation Unit
                  Department for Education and Skills
                  Level 1A
                  Castle View House
                  Runcorn
                  Cheshire WA7 2JG 
 
Send by e-mail to: 
childcarestandardsandregs.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:childcarestandardsandregs.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​)  
 
                  

